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A Preliminary Study on the Teaching of Chinese Nursery Rhymes
in Singapore Preschools
—An Action Research Based on the Theory of Whole Language
and Multiple Intelligences
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Abstract:  The teaching of Chinese as a second language in Singapore preschools
is characterized by its emphasis on practicality, child relevance and
functionality. It is in alignment with the principles of children’s
language development in phonetics, vocabulary and grammar,
despite a social background where English is the first language. In
this regard, Chinese nursery rhymes, with their prominent prosodic
effects, are in particular a suitable genre for use in the classroom. The
paper begins with a discussion on the special role Chinese nursery
rhymes can play. It continues with a report on an action research
applying the concepts of whole language and multiple intelligences in
the teaching of Chinese nursery rhymes to a group of 20 preschoolers.
The teaching strategies and assessment methods will provide insights
to preschool teachers in Singapore.

Keywords: children rhyme, second language, multiple intelligences, whole
language
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Constructing a Valued-Added Chinese Language Database and Website
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This paper aims at, by the integration of Chinese language pedagogy
and information technology, developing a value-added database
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Keywords:

and website so as to make Chinese language learning accessible
worldwide and eventually promote Chinese language as an
international language. It begins with a discussion of the weaknesses
of current Chinese language databases and websites and proceeds to
propose solutions. It also includes a description of a model value-
added Chinese language digital teaching website. Such a website
includes three main components: a cultural database of Chinese
language, dynamic contents of digital teaching, and multidimensional
learning. The database comprises a built-in Chinese characters library
providing an overall presentation of the Chinese characters, character-
forms evolution, Chinese definitions, pronunciations and the parts of
speech, Chinese-English phrases, synonyms and antonyms, cultural
meanings, and contemporary terms. The digital teaching component
demonstrates the stroke order of the characters and indicates
their pronunciation. The multidimensional learning component
provides learning options, such as traditional versus simplified
Chinese characters, versions in different languages, assessments,
categorizations, grading, and different ways of input, etc.

Chinese language, Chinese databases and websites, value-added
application, digital teaching, international language

=t

— HI

T

AP EEES, SRR SR, LR E A G B A AR
o, SR, CHACRCS R R )i Lk,
Gk~ I TR A, AR SO RSO L PRTE

SCHRBRC - L, ] 7K P St SR S S 5 8 1o W 245 e o s
TSR A, Bk By PR, SOl s b= i A e, s ik
FNETE R SR, 20Tk,

i,

HAHARK

PR AT S 5 SRR S, sk AR T SR L

XA R BT HEFRELE



() B e sh e gk b, 2t A py iR 2 A i,
JE PR IR W AL ) SR — o A SIS I iE SRR B s
( Documentory AnalysisMethod ) ™ . “H#tFi% ( CriticalMethod ) 7 |
“WiZE: (Deductive Method ) ” 5 “IA44%: (Inductive Method ) ”
FATIEE SUA KB ATCHR . & B, IR T i 1
SRS IEYE, ZBA51R0 . A, DUGESZE . 3498, RigiEL
KPAFES . AW, 78 THRNE SCHUEZ W IR Bk e IF 58
fiftthZ 18, BB THEsh CaU et bh, SRR LEAeTE ST A > Al &
SR, RSO ERRE S o SR SCERIESCIgIR, FEAET A
ERFAEERT BN IME D]

= EENHEZ AR

T H AR, B GHE RBr Bes AR LRk
Wnr

1. BRI ( Traditional teaching mode )

AN MG BUe " e S0, RAXTT BT 1

M, Bl BURTE R E R IR B, RIE—E MU, 12 A
I, B e B LR, FFUMEN 5 h TR, ok
RBIHCAR AR, Had BB “Fies” 5 N m
BrBe. FRERGR T UM TEIRE h PR SE I, RN AR i 2
AR SR DUSHAZUIC i, HALAA
- BEESET . BERE, ST A 2] Finl,
Uil A X TR YA T8, 5 T 1 AR D
PMBRSHEB, 5T RN,
d. [FGYEAHESLE T, 5T RIUESER RIERCR
e. FAEMFIRGAG, BHAZEREES RGN,

o »

e

BB A——ABFHE AV 27



£ ZOME AR RGE, BRI AR TR A
e A
HeAE I AZON A L, 27257 ) By A sl M AR IBCATA,

b, FEATHEIR AR ET, A 2] Gy RIS B = AR TR
. MWRZECRIES), RS MEEAAMF TR
d. WBLEZ JEMEAT, NGy IR A A DR IRl fiE

e. ANEMEIE, B TR RPIRTG AL

. ARYWHEIN, 5 TERETAEGEB AR,

2. FHFHE (Digital teaching mode )

ASCHE BT S, FEAXT T RGBT —
M, BT BRI o R . BUr N BRI,
ARAEN IR H , Se8ert . RG bl scv 2obt, IFdE g 2k
Joim i A A A A, 1o ) E R RN B P LR A AR, B RE
FEOIE, LLRBITUR 7808 . HAOURS A
FIAB 10) 5 25 (e g BR ), AT Bl Bl A% Bl > o
RIFPP e, RIS A iz A
H PR, G d A S i e Rl Y g
AR, DIRAMER A IR Z A2

e. FMHERZOL, THER B B

f. PEshit, ERZEZHAL.

g BRI, ndbEb,

h, ARERRZN, S £ I B 2o i
Lt s A

a. AEEIEGITSIEL, AGEE A e B,

b, ARTHORTEDRUATEE , A5y 1R )

c. JCIRIBFEIAHE R, A5 RAESEH RHERCR o

d. FAERFIRSAG, BkZ 5E RIS R,

e. FUMHYAMERGE, B EE AT,

¢ T o®

=

28 FHAK

XA R BT HEFRELE



2 Tz B #eAB My (PG ) , DAL E 254

1. AEMEX

EGEHIX, SEIETFH A RN RZ, LNBAFILL
WA RIESCH REURIE A0, EEIERY: . SCGEIMER
FERSHEW. MrEis. WREIECHEREDS, DLAUE
ISRV, BARRE ST M . PR R R SIS X
KRECH: RS “RERECM” | RS 8 HE T
ML | GISIIER2ETE “eMPOWER (#8150 & F i #
PR ) T, URUARA R SRS AR DU E PRS- T
67 MG, G

A. AERAESCIM

W S = g, H S RE SURF B A R
H EIBECHUERIRE X R R R AR
ETOCHIESCEEIMT ke ters” , AN “e-Learning Portal for
Mandarin Education ( #1534 ) 7 HARIT,

Hrb i koo & Ealb Bk (qifhk . EEM . JEHE
M. EREEJEVEERR ) SHFEHM, ZEM E LIARTE SCARA EOb e 4 i
PDFHLFARI, WA MIEARAESC GRS, IR RAE S PSR .
AR )T E BTG AR SCARAR ZM e i s PDF L TH5 X, A
NIERAE SISO IR, FRLIE S PR R R . RIESCE I M HIT
HESCTF IO, PR AeiE T B gl i 2k, > /)
AR . BTARIESCF MBI, WEhRSSORm, WA E
LHEHES00F MRS, HETC @B EA: “RiESHIE “EESuIE
WTOMEIESTEET , DA IR SEEET 1R E RS .
W Z AT R

a. SRMEZHEER, BeEd N AR, FIRSE T AR

W, A IAUER N E LT

BB A——ABFHEAY] 29



b, SeftRE X AR, WE AN BRI E G, PG5
SRHAZAER, R F2 T .
c. RAUEIESHIE, WIEAE . 85, DUSGKEXIR, 1R
) EA A O BRI R, R IR,
FLR R A
a. PO A B Fe 5 PDF L 1A% 2, SIEGAAR b —HE
YEMR, BOXEG | A o7 D4l
b, FR WA NIERESCE SO I, Tk SRR, [ H ETiE
P E e R AR AR IE A, BAGRMHESR ST A
o. MUEFHERY], EENSRGENLTRE, W¥EIFAA
W, kAt , B S E e I e 2 S Pk, il
ToESG AR
d. DURMHEESCE I A—IRE, X TEZPESUE AL,
SRR 2= S 2T
e. PURMEARTESC I I IA— T 1], 2] 3 R REIKE LI~
TG H PR Z i [ 2~ o
£ FAEHI R E X IRAAS , T ZAR A o] 55 TR I ek A4 fE
T
B. 5 | bt = A 2By > 4
M b FE R, RIS O R, A —Ir
TZFIbRET (AERERT . /AR TE) , BBk
Horp Ry BE . B, T, DURBEE (P OB ) FE
DIRek s, nalikag ) MR, BT %, FFnl ik
PARR SO 7 R, ARG A %
AL EL) N
a. RMtZmEARTT, ARkl E SRR, K3
)R, HEMRE A T

30 FAHAAK

XA R BT HEFRELE



b, $EALSEmNT LI, BCATEE A%, AL

R
LB A

a. PSRRI S N2 i R0 TR, BOMET | k2 2] D4R

b, {URBHETESCFE R T2, JeHREE T A iR £
T2 > o

c. [URMAEE S —ThRg, X FERTESUEm AL, T
AL 2 e 2T

d. JCHEEAESET IRl 2] % T S A BI 2T, e ) TR e
B, AR

e. FIWNERIEMAESC, Jopk S, T H 545 E
S W R A AR IR

C. eMPOWER (fEIESCAEFIIEIAFR)

RV G H AN RE g, EEBEE RS INTE,
AR BN B SURREM . FFE 02 FIE 24 R 5
seE i, UURES Gl LT 5 B aid IR B 5 =
REFE, BROTIA R 2 HRIE U T3], SR AETE S
PR B RIS, BRI FHM BB ( Authoring
tools ) , AIILAEIE SCHIM T K& B FH AT 6.

HiE kB och . SRR, JeSChiR. #iSChiR, DURENEC
R PAFf A, AR b B E R TE S o T N R
FEINCAUR AR, MRS B SUR R Hb . Bl A DUE LR
AWK, (I WA 8. TRtz AmEboc, ik
GEBECTFHM, RN TG,

TG
a PROGECMRIAR . B, B EDDURNE T MRASIERE RS, W iEAR Y [
K2R FAR R IR, IS IR,

A 3E 2 )

ARFHFEA 31



b, DUFFARMBISNER, B T N AR A, FRSE T
AFARGEF, FFEIRFEREAN LT
c. BUFHM i, A RARTE SCHOM I A T AR A
FH.
Ho i A
a. NEEPRE R, BEMSEAENELE, ¥IFEIFAIA
W, kAT, BETHARS E s RS B9, it
Tk SR
b. [UHETE SCFR— T 05 ), Jodfitay ) 38 Al e 21 1)
2,
c. BB MR —IhRE, X TFERTESCer AL, Jodeft
ALz S JE T .
d. R NAE TSRS IR, Bioe ) FiZEE S RIS, 2
S RIMERE =, SR R
e. FMWARIERES, Tok SR, B H ATt RS E e
R R AR IER T
D. EEBR SR (International Han Institute )
OB IR A R SR RIE T E RS AETE, BE
EFANAN A, 55 LA R, e Rt B TN
e R EE L WY EORVEW, DLAGHT SR, b
EIRE . Brvd=s. BEE . PHPES S X B s AL, R A Y [ PR A
Ao HE UARIE NG KR e IO 2L 55, BB 52
e, Ko MGG )y XAt . SH0E SCF B A E N
TEL CERIX” , BAARER SO AR, ARk H BT R
MR, DMt ) e,
B Z M
a. PEAETE SCE S Il 55 HE) T BT R A, IR O Y 3

32 FAMKR—RIMEAR ZFTIHEFAELE




Y, X TR G KA, SOy EPRREHE S, A IEER
BTk

b. BMANEHA T ENERIE S, SHEENIR, ke E e
FAARCR, JEHHEREERL,

Ho A

a. DG E B B —TH 2%, S FHICH M BN 21 m
2],

b, (UAEESCES I R—ThEE, ST EZ P ESCm AL, Tt
B 2 S 2 T

c. PSP EREMAE, K THRIENR, BT k2] 4k,

d. ARSI BB, AR B[R] 5 P R 4 B A R 78 i

2. KfhiitX

TERRHLIX , HHGE ST 2UAA R MR, NAE LG
HRIBICER, SRR SR OE, bR L Ja iR
TWRFER, USRANSEEMEZAEE, WpGEEI M, 35
HSC SR T, REARIE TS . QSky ABCAS [H] T B3l EL#% T
B HSCHE M XFANGEE T, DL AL TR S Y
PLFMBUAM B (dbat) ARA R TR Mgl 14" S
SCR T SAAEREAT IR A R TR “HpSCRFR”  (Yes! Chinese ) 8047
R, BT RMEATER, A LAX PR an T

A. gL T2ABE ( Confucius Institute Online )

BEE BT BEER I, 2B S T20094F BT F TR
Mg (deat) ARRAR, 8 WKL FFRE" , DEFHEER
At RE SRR & . B HAT, SO EE T AEZR
WAL TF2EBe, TN R T00 NZe AT o 1%l S A8 S r e A
KR DURECF . B0, DA skfLBei B .

HAPWDUBEZ AR RERILT#HERT-6 . SERIL 7245
JEBIGER, DL DB R, IR 6 Z IR, wRIADLEY )

ABFHEFEHRB) 33

A 3E 2 )



— ol RS, W B NIE— e, 2~ 5 SORAR R il 20
BRI SN RRIRERMITHK, BRE . WP, ik
BANDURAEDUE 2, 2] T R RAR O &4, AR 93
SRS, EERE . MIGE00ERIEI O EZIE F ks, 51
AR, AR BRERSEST L FELI, DIRAE S = ORI, PR
PRI IR, BROEFEATTSN, EBLETE TR I . 4. WY .
AT e B B L R, DUkasshIi e, 0k
WS SRR BRCSRST AT L RS | AT
kR, LR Tl ) S 2 T ) ) R . RS A ROCT IR
SIEEA I, FREA EIPRBYBR ; FAS R )RR SO N ST
W BRSCZR I MR A 73, RIS R B BRAR , 22500 5 5 B RESE
ISR 5 IR 5 ) 2R SO A SRS I A7 Gk > T AR 3
BT, BN SR RE SN SN, LR R (UR e, A AR B B
it TR TS A BC G PIPR A BB 5 TRE SR SR XHE 7
AZBRIUAZS , B0 G HE RESEI SONL,  [RlS Py TR 2 S A4 v il
By, JERCE EIBRARD RS s A 5l T W LSO N, IE e 3 im
ERHE . LAy, RAETT, FHECA B R B L,
OB SRR S ROV, B IERIE R R, DURIERE RIS
Wbl BTESEI0EY, WKE I FRTER, WA S,
25 AT e Rk B IR N, K EIRTT T

GEIRPEDIUAT . B IR | PR DU B a5 180 . 207 5T
RO PASAEERREBET-&, UREINMERH . ZX 543
EMZ AR ST A B0k

ERRALBGEIH XA DUEF . L7 Bebe ). L7 be s
fLBEESCIE SN . LT kes . SLFabe P H . SRR S 1Y DU
o HE, LLRDSGEBUNE S By RPE5 . X G SR e A
KM, AEARAMS UG I BE, IR R EM, SR
KR40 R

34 #AARK

XA R BT HEFRELE



P Z AR

a. REAETESC ST B G5 e BT S s, U R T O Y B
Y, 0 ARG A5, O E PR E G S, A S
DTk

b. FM WK AIENELKES, SREMR, k] FH R
PRI, SRR

c. ZHAMEAIIE, AR E NSRS [R R K227 T 1
Jrs, HEMTRE A Ve

d. SEEXRERS, RAEFRRFINE, FFE557 K A
M, AR N B e B

e. RS HLT . K, AT AR AN, R
T AMAGES, FFaBUUFR AR ELT

f. AFEREESCET, MTEEPEUER AL, TRz
SCARRYJZ T

g i A

a. DUEHEEE R, 20 FH T A i RER I~

b. I TRCTRA, P BPFERMAL, X TR E SRS
HEFHIN, S

c. AREFMIRIR T H, FTARKAYIS )5 PRI A RESE Al

B. 13K P ( Yes! Chinese )

HSCR T AL T20064F, REMAHLRHLI, SO 30k
EREABRA R T E ., HIF R EIEXRIN B, SRR
HRMMRRINIRE, WS (4% ~ ) BEIRE, W
— MRS B RR N 200 2] . BRI Z HiE S SRR
W, MHFEZH . ERBTIEZHX, 1A KEPES R,
TRULEM B IR S5, 22007, AN AP B AR 1524 R K Al
X o MG GATE SO B RN . BUFWIR . P B
PREE, DARAERPIEEIHE
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PRI XA PR, PURNFE R 5% WAL
B, DUSERR S . s foc BA 2SO 58 5 sk
e PURINFRIPOCA SEERT R, MaET SRR EN. T30
A HTTiR e B S R HIVE TR, MR ERERE, KA+
AR AR, BRI a] PR il M R R I M 28 BB 2k~ , AT ik
B K. BOPL. BARE. JEes ., )KL PESCL k. EFESEEE M
R, R AR EEETTR, RS TR L AR . AShA
WriEiR . fELttil . ELRESFIIRE . W M LR ST & B vh ey
PR R SRR . Google PE I . FiRPFE . BFE%T . UF
Hid, PURIRFER ., PARRFER. ZHRFER . VIPRFE R, &
BWAR AL . B S BRI R . WS B SRR
BYEE, B, UUNRATEN &R S HIE TR R Bt
TCERMEIRSE . /N b, DR BRI

HSCEOR XA & RANBOM . R B, DA R U 2
M, IR, 2, DUAZEIEFTEMER, Wl 35X
#17,

HARBRX AL g/, DRI E TG,
EAZEREM T, #0952, URZEIRS MG,
] DI S 07 A7

WERADE XA S TRALR] L VTR B . 2 ES . B3
CD-ROM. #HPDF F#k, DAKAELIRER, $efbee>) WL,
HA WY, Wipt 3=,

Z Z
a. PFAEIRSCE T L ST B B, R LR RO A By
Y, X TR G KA, SOy EPREERIE S, A
BTHR
b, BMANEMRF I HENERE S, GBI, Ak H i
AR, RS
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Z i 755, Ak H WA RIS R B R $R 327~ 1Y
Jia, BEMAE A e

g S~ . MG, KA N REAR T, R
ST ARAGE S, A5 BUVER A B4

Feit ) H BRI VR T H,, wl i ) F G 580
AFJEREESCE, ST =P ES AL, TR
AR

BRTRVIECE

a.

b.

PEEIER e VI DE s I S P W E B B ESiPI D Gave 2 8
T2 ST, P BPERAL, STl
PEFERN, RIJokd.

L BVENT, AVER G DX ROt DT Rty A LA
R, JEHIRUE, B X ABRGREANT

a.

SRR EARAESC S HOO R, Jor R, P A
S T2 S (0 R I AR LA AR RS i A
23,

LEG RS, EHGTRAWINERE, WEEIERA
W, kBT, ERTHERAS EPPE ST RS D, H
ek 51

(AR ST —INRE, W F BB R E SO, TR
AL SRR

(AR ST, 250 % AR >) . T
R T 1125

ST B T TR, AR K BRI 5 e RO 4 AR

T

PNGE RS DTSRIV S U

a.

b.

(PRI BT | 25 BT BRI TF R
WAEANDCFIA, (WS DHERAL, ATOEERA S
PREFHIA, BT

A 3E 2 )

VST HF A
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DAL A2 P R e R il . AP Y FEB R, KRl
XA BRSO EPRRERTE S, AEa . mMEEIULT
BENTORIOHETTE . 498, M CFE) 2@, BAHHEK, JL
HERER B B 2 ARG, METFIRZ R . ACZ HAY, 30T
RTESC ], B AR, BOSERRRE S, A LU S0
A L5 W DR, R AE ORI

= BFHFRARKZHER

ASCERT R B SR Rl DUF RN R
R a” S, BTN

1. FE %W

B H SR MBS, MG, B
MG il . ETFIRAT. BRGTRAT. MIZ TR MG TRA,
DARAERRG . DIRENIA . #OMIRE . Ko >) . rdesea] . Bibhes
2L AT FINE, USSR SRR, S NER . A
PREBL, FIREE . FHIA . FOURE . RYGRIC . IERIE. X
R ARG, DU M EA . X, IHEAL
WX, ARETIRATSE . BRI
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= R
[al 5| HEEMF - flifkF - BB

!
C

S HMIER e RESE SHMEE e PRRE SALR S| BEARE S MATAT & MEE SHERE e HiER
P8 hikHEdt e iRk E: PeBLIEE Pe/SRER PeEEHT PeEER PN ES | HE
@ /)bt 8 chifte e PeHSES PeHRE beREHE e FhiE Pe EEH
P& it b e EiRiaE e BEES Pe@mIRER peFER pe FFak P& BATHE
& BEAE

@ m it e REEES D e AR ble BT b e TR P& (AR
S RERE

[ e K50t e BaES s EIRFR e HERR P& HsH%
@ e

b & FRFEAR/A A B b e £EES b & ERERE P gRPL

P& L& P& RAR A

P e HiRigHE @ BiE A

D@ ATES P& R

P& fEWE

L& @i

2. FE IR
A5 1 LIRE

A. 515

A PUANHIEART . fkT, MJTEE (R EGES)
ZHEH, AMRFENT L, BREFELERES, BRI
Bl DIZESCE B, R AR T2z

B. il

AE T2 HEER, RO H ZRBE B Ss, Hohgein
A BER., KEsEs] . adeEs] . deES L AR, RIS
JNAZ BRI, FIREA | FEtE . TR ARl IE
B SRR . CYAORIE | B 2 SO S AR i
IMEA: JTEX ., HEHK, PLIEETIRNE,

H£E B2 B —— AT HFRE 39



C. FAhi T

ZHRICHGE T BB, WEGE. M i mh. R
2, DLRARSE I BN, Al ) BSR4, B . %
BM R EMAAT, BHZETFRIE 1, B PSR
sk, RBL . RNEIL (WEPA LRSS SR ) | ROKER,
PARIRR T H (AT A0, HahBo, oK S i e i ) 4520
e ZBMZNERI, DSBS H &1 =,

D. ke > ot

TRt 1. b, DGR Sk e SRt ), BN
ARENE . %5, DLRASEIAE, b 2 RE 2520 H ZFh, i
GRS (EEFR . HEER L5 AR ) 552, ke
ZWTE, AMERELER, =& KI8T RS, BT
AR LR RN, DA AR 2T R 5 O

E. 53¢ 2oL

IR WOLIET . WAES . BEiEs . KIES . R
RS, DRATEIEFSEW, iKESENTHE, 3 BEFEARR
o

F. Brief 2] ot

TRt AT B, VBB, WP BB, m BB, BAK
RABTE G, ARSI B2, B REER B

G. A Ji Aot

UL EEPEE . VY (DUE) PRy HE RS EEER
g1, ULSMER FRM A, IEAEE Y BPE 5, Saeli Ar
BB, IR NE R

H. 22N

TRt SRR, FIREAS . FEiEvE . FOURRE .
WNE L IERGAE . SO YAORIE L B, DU A

40  FHAK

XA R BT HEFRELE



B RO BRI, RS, I
PR ., CHITET, TREE PO . BEE
g1, EmE], R T REH AR, B TR 4
.

3. EEZMA

A, AT EOE TS USRI, oA ML HHLRNAE
ATGEEEAE . B, T, LR

B. AP ARBEEARS . flET, LETTEIEZ IR, %K
HHRE, AR S, BT S SR 2 L%
S, R A BT

C. ATARIGERI . BOOE . WERI, EEEI, UK
R TR, RS D, BREMIAT A, I8
B A7 A5 7T .

D. AT AR SR, RIFHGR A g, ik
I HMERRRINTR, HRERE M

E. A5 A SRt SAE SR>, 152 A
W, ESER T AR, A AR AR AT

P AT AIMEERRIES , WFEETEmAL, TR
AL,

G. AT EHRIK R 2 SRR, A DT 4 AR

H. A& B1T0FR A ML RS, TR S Sm
W, LRGBS, 2 H e

&R

ZE BB, A B AR SO B R i Bk, B
BRI, EH AL, 45 OB SR BTN, &

A 3E 2 ) AFFHE RV 4
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W FoE RN, I ERTES T A, B, ik,
PARAFFERRNT I8 232 IR VEEREE, T > (5 BE Tl 15, 181530
e R T Je At B, AR O B PRI H R

S 3k :

FOMERR (2018) (BT BB L ASE REMR) . &
RAEBFEF A,

PRiEds . T (2017 ) CRR#EE . frahSRiAfE=]) , &64t:
B EHE B,

PRiGIR (2017) CGERVESRIEAY:) , 6. S5 EEHE B,

IMRER . PRAEXS . EEND (2015) (Ehi ) ie 55655 ) , Bt 1l
D' /N

BIBAE A “DUEEPRPSC#BEE 5 (International Han Institute ) 7
HBUH : http://www.haninstitute.com.tw

BEAEH W HEFAMEFREM > M” , BUH : http://stroke-order.
learningweb.moe.edu.tw/home.do

BIEM S &y "R, JA : https://www.huayuworld.org/
index.php

BIEIINERY: “eMPOWER (LTI G ) " , WA https:/
empowerchinese.net

FRE ORI RN (dbat) 2AaE] “WZEFLT2#FE ( Confucius Institute
Online ) ” , HUH: http://www.chinesecio.com

SRR S A 7] “HPSCR IR (Yes!  Chinese ) 7, HUH : http:/

www.yes-chinese.com

HAHARK

XA R BT HEFRELE



MACTFLiE RS RS “REMAUE”
PP CRAE LR “Tf BRIGER

Using the ACTFL Language Proficiency Guidelines and Can-do
Statements to Identify the Appropriate Comprehensible Inputs
in Singapore Chinese Classrooms

JASCHR

Chew Boon Kean

(3 =] sefimm AR sRiE TR ALK i+ 1" A
ATREIE I3 ABFFELI20024F /ARSI TR ) VBN
FARG A TN B TR S RE I S B . SRR NI A i
HHRZOU, HEERRM AR, PR AR S
REJI B IR, LR ARUHTE TR AFGIE N . L, AW
FACTFL “REMABGAR” St Hhit = 681 A FIEAL R LIw a2
Al CEMRIERE” , MRIEACTFLIESCRE T RAIMIE T 15 %
PIRCR RO, X B R ARG AR PN R A IR S RE ST e
RS ) AR SR SRR BRI, RITEAR SO S
B “nlERfgE A" AT REME

[ ] f AU, HfaRe, nTEMA, ARIBRUA, 1HFREIRH

Abstract:  Krashen’s input hypothesis states that acquisition only occurs when
the comprehensible input achieves the level of input “i+1”. This study

AR, €8 EZBUE R,
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uses the Chinese Character Lists for primary and secondary schools
to assess students’ language abilities. However, students in a same
Chinese classroom may vary in their abilities due to diverse language
backgrounds. The study thus proposes to ascertain their proficiency
levels in interpretive communication through a survey using ACTFL
can-do statements. The discussion of comprehensible input in Chinese
classroom is based on ACTFL language proficiency guidelines and
the comparison between the learning goals of Secondary 2 Higher
Chinese Language and students’ proficiency levels in interpretive
communication.

Keywords: input hypothesis, interpretive communication, comprehensible input,
can-do statements, language proficiency guidelines

— HRE=EHMEER

FARFAEHATOIE T DGR, moREM B I Bk
#t, —HBOEILHAE, A8 R R EH .
RET AR FEEXNS, TS B 55 S M B anfe > 152
A B — R

FKEVEFFF i (S. D. Krashen ) 7ESOAFUAIHE TR F —if
ARG, Hd i dE I 1Bt (acquisition-learning hypothesis ) |
H 2R R (natural order hypothesis) . Wi+ {& % ( monitor
hypothesis ) . #i AfEi5 (input hypothesis ) FE B R G (affective
filter hypothesis) . HH1, “H AU PHE T =T HFLEAEL
FERIESEMAARIE R, AR RSS90 e K
Vygostsky ITH& 1) “Beili ZFEIX”  (zone of proximal development ) A
Bl Vygostsky (1978 ) \h, FEMATHECAN R Y, BUNTHERE
FLEM PR L K-, —FEC@IE B & B, I3 —FhuERp
KB A K- Bt K JEIX” Wi T3X WA A& /K F- 22 1]
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EALH (1982) A, I EFEA AR AT
( Comprehensible input) AREJIFIET . “AIHMFRA" fRH022=>]
BB, JF BoAT LR PR T, X 2ETE A d A A 20 L At
CAERMESRERMES — M. e “MmAR e
T i+ 17 A0 A 07 fBR RS S E A IEE AR
1T FRREM S T B BARE S AR R AL B
W, 2R R R IR A L2 > 35 i LA R R AR e 0 A e —
Mo FE R LR — TR LER, BXARTRELESE,
—HZ ) EHE S WMAT “+ 17 M, B SH 1S,

B2 A o R, 2R AR YR/ S 4% (Primary School
Leaving Examination, fijFXPSLE ) [2#RF R M akgmPE . mai iy
MmALEA RS (Integrated  Programme, fRIFRIP) , HIKIZHRHIIE
it (Special Stream ) . fREEJREVL ( Express Stream ) . il 2AARJR
( Normal Academic, fEjF#ENA ) Fl%@ T. 2% ( Normal Technical,
fRIFRNT ) o B ndg v 2z A SCERFRAR Fi A [R] W i 3l 23t hAS ] 7
MURER : MR SCREE . AR (PR . SRR ) |
SCEE (TR ) L 3B SRR 1 22 AR B A (R R BE A 48 S
2N

TE19954E 2 i, HATERE/NARS% R SHA 2] 2 E Rt 10%H)
SRS SRR SCR R . 19952 5, E/NSESFH MaRL
[1120%2544: , HEESERSIEA (12 LURFHERSEA (4
), MEBEERGA, ST 2B P bE . RE AN
INEH GRS, BVER G TE/ VA B e i3 A S 2 A ml LA
e PRAB B AR SRR

1 73k T 20045 T 44 5256 “424-%42” (Integrated Programme, fA#RIPH, “Hil R4 ),
AT R GE R IR S0 5 A Bk A 5 v B oL A e 4 SRS B 4K E A - KR R
( Singapore Cambridge GCE O Level ) , A4EE % SF Sl fSl K FIEH HAKES
X ( Singapore Cambridge GCE A Level ) ,
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o TR SCR A —E AR IR S RE 0 BE, L, R
PIREHEA AR A AR R A4 | Ok BB XA R
MANE A, BRI A ENR2eGT (e HRleh IS
(AR BRI B 2 I SMIIU A2 ) o xS A 2 i 5 RE D 220
Bk, AF—iREEAE . ROREEIE L A ARSI
B2 (AR SR TS SR ) o

ANE R B (YT H AR AT, SRR AN iR B e
TR, ZA A —FE, AROELER— B, B oL %
SRR . SRS PR RS SR — B2 I BRI, TR
BEE A B R — BRI O A AR UL, IR AR P9 A 4 0] o i i
17 R, RARRER R RS S B 2 R e AR TR
[l

B E AV 2R SO TR BT 2R HeE, AR, 225
HEFRIRTRIEYE AR TR S RE R AT S R e A TR
P A TR S e 7 LT 25 IR BRIV 2 F AR, WNBR IR . IR
oA BRI RISE, Rk, FFRARPTA shea iR SCR B RE 0 BE
I o

RS R T — B BHRE, ISR 2R R,
AR R BN RE P AP E T 5 BT A IR SR PR R 20 L MR 1 5%
%, AR R A HAEB PR E eSO, g a it mE ]
REMEPRBE B I, MR RE IR X, HBEHGHB L iR
o REHRENBERL G IRRER ARR DB IE , (B mil s
RE S URTER N A ZEHLEIR, TEIRXAERYEREE LA “nf B A" L
FRATREM S

Fi—Jimn, TS R R AR SO AR, BB 2
PEEBURSEB R B SCBRE, Feir rper REE IR Y 22 A B 1

2 FmBEAHETEIBELG—AILF LN, 25 HSMI, SM2FSM3, 451480k
ME, HBK—0F L,
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PAESCRAR . TS A SO A M AL, SBURERER
(27 AR AE D PRAB L AE SCRFR I e, AR 3 B 118 5 R ) Tk 4%
TRPRAESCRTE

TEA TG 85— G EUE 5 BN T, 805A A IA SRR
SURAAFERTIE TR, HEDLUE R RS — M=)
SR, RS RRE R R BUR, (HiEE R SR
AZEWRE, PRE B3R AR, R4, I BEAFRA
AP, EEA R FECAE U A S e CE S PE AR
.,

ABEoE A AR B 6 EAMEH Ph2s (American  Council on  the
Teaching of Foreign Languages, [FRACTFL ) Zatilihifg “Refiupuar”
(Can-do statements) *, DI#fS7 240 “Hf#2 B  (interpretive
communication ) , M A H 4 SRR PR AT S RE T 2 h) 2
o A, ARWTARE20124FE MUACTFLIE SCHE S R MIE 5 e )1 6K
AR, R ARG A N (P BRI S EE )
AU B S A ek (EBRRSNEERS ) K
WHEB I b2 SR Bk T E s A" iRl REME

= X HEEQETIE

BB AT —EHAET AT BAbSE . T R
HEZARIEF AL, ik RS A — ME AR B
2, BUREXHESCRB B AT T 2000 SECE, M4 L5
A AN 2 S B SR

3 EEREACEAE T RAAFRAL CRE) , FFRETIFHTOERG TR0, B4k
BAsH, WA VAER T VxS,
4 3% JLhttps://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
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19784F ( RPCHfl ity ) Pl 17 ", B T
HABHE I EANESE ; 19924E1 ( E M Bt 15 ) A BUHAR SR 5
TIRE IR ST SR NS RS IR R
37, (R, SR P A R E PR ) 2 A B B R R SR P AR S
IR o 19994F (2= Je B G BHECR A I ) b — 2D 2R8IV 1B 3
RRAESCR AT, I B BUE AR SCBIREE . 20044E 1 (HESCIRTE S
R R R E S A ) RIBB AR SRR A, fEiE
B HRERE IR EIVOZEA AR M E i, W0, BRSO SRR N e
FRUT AL RE, BB RS . 201140 (R Hl——BkE
Rt R aid 1) W gRE “EFREIMR” , MR EES
BT BNIR BITE F RE 1K

MESR TR TR T SO, AR BL, B SO E =
— DRSS IR I G . SRR A B A T, R
IEF R MBS —TR S, T RO, R E T EINE
FRA AL, B AR A DS oy FEORE S, eI b
EEIILE AR E

BOMPAAL 202 “BAEAK"  (RIGE, 2010) , SR, B
T SCECE SN Y A HOE 58 IR E A . B e SR
AkARFEESHE RN A, A2 2 80 S0 5 155
H, R, AR AR R Z AR A AR A IR IR
TIRMZER . AL, AR A RS MR S E A TS R A, X s
AP SR SR R

19924F (Y BRI 23 LSO A SCVE 28 il 5 O EREEAR Ol 4
3COBE, R TIHBRFE KRR 58 RSO AR I A
FPARCHL (RYEHE, 2010) , SRT, YEAYESCHE IR EIEE RS
i, BOERBRMECA T HRARIR T “BhHET (1) HHE.

20154, FrmdkAd A5 ( General Household Survey 2015 )
R, DA F 20 IE 5 M EE | OB LLAETE T 200 WiIE S
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HIZRRE . A E I JZ AR T IR 22 W RTE LU EAR, DAGiRAR
o E BT R RS EER TR, Fringtes
TR, JCHUES® -19%5 R B AE R —3E, ZLITEGEM N 32948
B FES-9X MR IZ T, LISy 3 2058 1 5 M AEUL T2
Rl O SRR RS

Pelen: 20150 d i o e i B AR 12 S R 2 i

Chinese Malays
£08 Group (Years) English | Mandarin | GMinese | others 1/ | English | Malay | Others1/| English

Total o055| 1227.1] 4204 95 %2| 3512 05| 1374
5.9 925 515 12 03 X 108 01 145
10-14 EX] 59 5 06 22 242 01 145
15-19 %2 309 27 05 111 325 ; 123
20-24 7.6 534 4 0.9 105 3 : 109
2529 69.1 975 79 09 23 301 s 9
30-34 583| 1085 129 12 84 243 . 109
35-39 80| 1107 214 12 76 189 02 109
40-44 822|103 30 [ 65 192 02 18
45-49 734] 1051 35 04 63 285 . 1
50-54 753 119 344 06 58 38 : 10
5559 709] 1018 459 05 23 303 = 32
6064 498 5.3 50.9 04 23 214 : 6.1
6560 346 522 551 05 11 156 E 35
70-74 25 269 27 02 04 79 - 12
75 & over 142 259 872 04 04 29 : 26

SRIR IR I3 BT I~ 2 N R fih 22 D P RR IR, AR, A
EEROAEIE E AR R, BREHEH B S IR AT 0 R
A REBIRFI RN . XHEFTEN S iR I AR A
BIRE RS FnSeaE SESMN il ) HE RS R AREZ A
[, (HP iR IR R, SRS I S A bl USSR
BhET BOITERA T

R PAESCRRR AT (PREE ) BRARFR I LS —TB S M IR
o, Ehrb, KPR SRR R IIC R 25 . B AN
Ty BERIE 5 BCREA G IR AR, AN AR — IR 2 ISR iR H0e ok
Qi) HAnhpe, 3 (HEE) TRAR FUR i L i g e s,
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RS IE JR 55— 18 5 IR

199941y (2= Je f S EOR A ] ) @O SCBIRFE . 1
WAESCBR R T AR RE BRI 22k, TR 2E S HRIB T 2, X
S “AETERE BN MR Y ORI AR R R, R
AR o SRR BT S 538 A 20 iR ) A P duE
e, AR EARSR AT ULE BRI 25, (R BEREN e T 50 LA )
A BOeH ST E, AR B E AR SHRINES . A
SO DERERN E, HASOERRE, WA TANE L) EE i i
Wi, 4h, IR EREBRETS, BRE IR I H b aestk
il BMERERL T, — M R B S AR L A SCHE . B4R B
PUSRAR (24 R A LA X PR T8 5 RE RS, s/ — 25 25
5%

BN A SO K 2 M T D T R AR AN S AR B2 . th TR Y
KER, BB (PHE) REBMTRE EILTPAZR) FE A
Wo AR (HREE) IRFRAEN “SHIETT MR, ARMTEECT
A7 T2 8 T 5 — IR

R |, BB S IR NRA ANRIRIE S S —
BHCF BT R MIINZR, F R 7R e e 5 VR AU T i 1Y)
B, 5 OB ENTUL, MEES . BRI e, iR
b A A AORNE R AR T VR . SR, 7By A SCR A
b, TR RSP SCR RS (PE) R, 1B VHE A R B IRE
s —dE A, BRI HRE LS, (HRTHARTRINER,
FORBR R T B AL AR Z 0 [ e B R L, S B0 R B E
A, 30 CPUE) BREREARA S SR —aBHeE, (R A R
AL RR A i A SO, R BRI R g ) AR

IR IR MIRER RO S AR RAR, 4XEAEZ
by R B DGR R B BE SO LA A T DA . R BT
(2008 ) A NEE ZIEHCFRR IR IS4 A KIS A 27 AR L IR 5 R
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HIFZRE (language input) , iEFAEHMAES ST MWHLS. AN, &
FEHAE PR A T8 B AR R S AT . A Rk, IRTEIR F S8
Bk g HIER AR B2 B, FIRBINLANE F S 15A il
W, FHETE S W13, A RER A RO AU

2 A RE A

ZHOEFRESIME: (language proficiency test) FEZEE TR H
a2 ) RO PG 2 A B F e ). W B IS AB I 8l TAEZ i 2
F20034E il () S 1 N TR AT BUEKE %, (HSK) o ARIETRAE
(2007 ) PYBEEH, At /\ T 2AE D A i i ge i A 2% 1AL,
BTN, FE LIRS F RS, IR 90E F e 10
15001, HYLARE S TRTC R N 50004S, A 88000, M
BOUEACE AR (RS fflele, Tt 229 | ke
B, 2012) , FOGEACEZR T, HSK—Zmyiail & A 1507, —4
3004, =Z%6001~, PUZ%12001, FZ25007, 7524500004 L.

HRAE 2 BB g (o haEtesciRE R ) (£, 2010)
AR R (h— | ) S AT T 42500-28005
ARG (th=_ thPg) H3000-3500, HiE E R UNEIUE— TR
FREL ) [ SCAsEo [ rp A (EZE UG ) T H IR & 3000~
45005, PASE B4 2 H R U, Brmy s e & m R e S
AR (CPEREE ) IR BB BE & D o k2 SRB R )R
H, RPN ONFEAESCRARPRE2015 ) /N SRR 152154 ]
THE (BIER3 ), /INENAR B A SR R B RN S4B 7S /N
PA—4E40)8 (B2 1)) RS, Bt ) 7S 8 (PO o 2% 4%
— iy AEPRUEL AW ) |, ANFEAERAE T R b s A SR B
[2001207/N6 ( 35.5/NiFx34)4 )
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Plde2:  (HfMETESCRPET ) (20024 )

. 57 N .

e e ibem | milew | 00
e s @ﬂéi 540 60 600
EEEDE 600 . 600

_ s 1080 120 1200
A 1200 - 1200
AN i *%i ‘ 1620 180 1800
D 2000 - 2000

e o H— é#éi ‘ 2250 250 2500
m R 2800 - 2800

_ s 2700 300 3000
N Ty 3500 - 3500

Pele3: VAR SRR R RN ]2

IN— N INZ 7N N INFS
B3 6 6 45 4 45 45
AR 7 7 55 5 55 55
FEREHESC 25 25

WG G E R BN s TAEZ Bis (RIS ) X ik
23] B E RN AL R (S5 ERY) |, AR
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Abstract:

Construction of a Systemic Theory of Bilingualism
by Integrating Multi-disciplines

sk T
Zhang Weiguo

MU ZAR R PESE (R , AS/D2ERh AN [ (4 £ 2 X6 XL ]
BT THIGE: WS AR RS 7w SECEMNE BT 2
58, LHERET il e HEARITE, BEEERE R
KECE R, D7 s 20 BUE G 1 & i R A T AR 5T
RO A2 B SO B XU 54 2 i R R AT IR
FESE F NN R TE 5 M B SUE SR . BUER T
. RGN AN, XEXGE RS % R . RS
o “XEFT HSARESET A A AR R, Lk
ANR) 2 BHEXGE R T 5T b B TR T2 B FTRUHE (R - 5E Y R 42
P, ERGE R RS R AR L, HEE XS R RS [l
R

XOERERY,  “BUE" HIBIRR

Bilingualism is a practical issue worth attention and many disciplines

have contributed to the study of bilingual issues from different
perspectives. In linguistics field, there are various studies about
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Keywords:

the contents of second language learning and teaching. Many
psychologists have done researches on the methodology of second
language learning and teaching. Researchers in education have
produced plenty of studies about the education planning in schools. In
the field of history, scholars have conducted narrative studies on the
development of bilingualism. Specialists in ethnology and sociology
concentrate on the relationship between bilingualism and society from
a cultural perspective. Sociolinguists have discussed the relationship
between bilingualism and society from a language perspective.
Overall, bilingualism is multidimensional, systematic and dynamic
in nature and its research requires an integrated and systematic
approach. This paper aims to construct a theory of bilingualism
which can breach the barriers between different disciplines and
encourage an integrative and cross-disciplinary approach in the
study of bilingualism, and to ultimately promote the development of
bilingualism researches in depth.

bilingual research, bilingualism theory
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Abstract:

Keywords:

Taiwan and mainland provinces share the same cultural tradition
of education, but there are still differences in their college entrance
examinations. A thorough study of Taiwan Chinese college entrance
tests can promote educational interaction and cultural exchange
between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait, and also provide mutual
references in their Chinese Language examinations of their college
entrance examinations. The college entrance examination in Taiwan
is the main form of assessment for candidates to enter the university
and is mainly based on the Subject Ability Test and the designated
subject examination. This paper reviews the Chinese test papers of
learning test and referential examination in Taiwan in 2017, so as
to draw lessons for the college entrance examination questions in
mainland provinces. The research shows that the Chinese Language
examination of the Taiwan College entrance examination in 2017
takes language use as a thread to organize the test paper, and takes
classical literature and ancient cultural knowledge as the examination
materials for ancient and modern language use. It attaches importance
to the investigation of students thinking and ability, and pays attention
to the relationship between knowledge and students life. There are also
some problems in the Chinese tests of college entrance examination
in Taiwan, such as relying too much on multiple choice questions
and downplaying the subjective types of questions. On the whole,
Taiwan has similar Chinese Language examinations as provinces in
the mainland, but there are some unique questions setting techniques
that are worth learning for its mainland counterparts.

Taiwan, national college entrance examination, Chinese language
examination, language use
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From Oral Presentation to Argumentative Essay Writing
— An Integrated Teaching Method Inspired by Bandura’s Observational
Learning Theory
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Abstract:  Thisteachingexperimentseeks foranintegrated teaching method based

on the PEEL framework and Albert Bandura’s Observational Learning
Theory. It aims to enhance students’ oral presentation and writing
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ability by foregrounding observation (Attention), language decoding
and storing (Retention), execution (Reproduction), and motivation
(Motivation). This research targets 139 junior college students over
a period of over four months. It collects data from students’ test
performance before and after the experiment, questionnaires done
before and after the experiment, student interviews, and teachers’
feedback. Such data is then analysed quantitatively and qualitatively
to investigate the effectiveness of conducting the integrated teaching
of oral presentation and argumentative essay writing under the
framework of observational learning.

Keywords: observational learning theory, oral presentation, argumentative essay
writing, integrated teaching, PEEL strategy
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B P PY  GAE SCAEAR LR SC B i m
fLBZERmE (SPWHICSQ ) Y HITIs

Use of Making Thinking Visible Strategies (Sentence-Phrase-Word and
Claim-Support-Question) on Argumentation Reading Comprehension:
An Example of Singapore Secondary Four Higher Chinese Students

ARE Sk
Li Yangping  Goh Poh Huat

[ =] BromsbaEmgiese (RIFREE ) MR AR 2R ¥ A T2 A
FRBEE, RS ER, AENE SHIIEENRT. X
T2 2 D) R ok AR ) JELAE D) SR AR O I ) G, A
WS 2R E IR B 222 R 5 AMaking Thinking Visible—5 ( W 3ChR
(BB R¥BE¥B—EgEI IR ) ) hiesln “A+—
15— ( Sentence-Phrase-Word, fajF#RSPW ) ” Fl “Fik—
FF—%En] ( Claim-Support-Question, fAFRXCSQ ) ~ KM, 454
SEPRURELRCY:, DABGE SO IR I A0 E T B2 A 52 i e 52 g
TR R, TR B, XS B AETRREAT B T oA R R B A S
RS, [FwR B A R £ . MR RIA,

[ockE ] Frmbmiese, wOe3C, nT b B mg

Abstract:  Singapore higher Chinese syllabus requires students to have the
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RELK, o LHBT S,
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118

ability to generate, interpret, organise contents and give accurate
answer. Therefore, to understanding students’ thinking process is
important in teaching reading comprehension. Visible thinking
routines might help promoting students’ thinking skills and fostering
their understanding. This study aimed to investigate the impact on
students’ competence of argumentative reading by getting them to use
visible thinking routines—Sentence-Phrase-Word (SPW) and Claim-
Support-Question (CSQ). It was found that by using visible thinking
routines, students have built up positive attitudes about thinking and
learning, and have developed competence of understand the theme,
answer to the questions, and express their own thoughts.

Keywords: Singapore higher Chinese, argumentative reading comprehension,
visible thinking routines
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A Study of Using the White and Red Hat of the Six Thinking Hats to

(45 2]

[ sl ]

Abstract:

Improve Secondary One Students’ Oral Skills

P

Sun Ying
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Studies have shown that the Chinese language oral expression level
of Singapore Chinese students has gradually declined. It is mainly
reflected in two aspects: thinking ability and language proficiency.

136

INE, R,

HAHARK

XA R BT HEFRELE



This study adopted the “white hat” and “red hat” of the “six thinking
hats” as training tools, and provided students with the vocabulary and
sentence structures. By comparing the pre and post oral assessment
results of the control group and the experimental group, the study
tried to find out whether the results of the experimental group will
be improved by this teaching approach. It aims to an effective
pedagogical framework to train students’ oral skills and provide
students with scaffold in thinking and language to improve their oral
skills.

Keywords: oral expression, thinking ability, six thinking hats, red and white hats,
scaffold
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Abstract:

Oracy through Thinking Template
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Communication ability is one of the key desired learning outcomes

of Mother Tongue language learning. From 2016 onwards, for the
GCE O-Level Oral Examination, candidates are required to converse
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with examiners based on a video watched. In view of the new oral
examination format and second language nature of the “mother tongue”,
a school-based project is designed using the triangulation verification
method with the aim to explore the use of a thinking template to enhance

EEENT3

students’ oracy. The template focuses on “association”, “inference’

5

and “recalling” skills. Results of the study are encouraging and show
positive effects on students’ performances. Students’ oral content are
enriched. They are more fluent and organised in expression, and can

engage in more rounds of interactions with the examiners.

Keywords: thinking template, oracy, oral, teaching and learning mother tongue,
teaching strategies
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Use of Collaborative Learning and Scaffolding

in the Teaching of H1 Chinese Video-based Conversation:
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Abstract:

A Case Study of Pioneer Junior College
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Video-based conversation is a crucial component of Higher One
Chinese Language (H1CL) Oral Examination. In order to perform

AL, xR, AR, R AIEMIAF R,

HAHARK

XA R BT HEFRELE



well, students are required to be equipped with relevant topic
knowledge, the ability to think from multiple perspectives as well
as the ability to express themselves fluently in Chinese. However,
we observed that the current HICL students are generally weak in
Chinese oral skills. In most of the conversations, students are lacking
in content knowledge of the topics and without multiple perspectives.
This study aimed to enable students to present richer contents and with
multiple perspectives in the GCE A Level HICL Oral Exam Video-
based Conversation by providing opportunities for them to construct
knowledge in groups through collaboration and brainstorming.
Besides, scaffolding in the form the “Three Aspects Five Perspectives”
template was introduced to students to aid them in group discussions.
This scaffolding template helped students to understand and analyze
any topic in a systematic and multi-perspective way.

Keywords: video-based conversation, collaborative learning, scaffolding, Three
Aspects Five Perspectives template, information technology
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Abstract:

AR, ROCE . AR TEE BB R
TEHEAETTH . (—) RAVRAZEE R, affhddk . the
L RREEEE . WREEE L AR S e Ak R RE, TR
ZHFEHR: () MERFGEeAIEhHL, Beakilt i foont
AT SR o N ) A O 200 5 1B HACR M, B A g
s (=) s gAERRENT S, WLk . P
% SEEEEREL,

R, HER, PREEALRI, BOTREE, FRT

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the curricula for the new
residents in Taiwan with reference to the concept of needs analysis.
The researcher collected and made an analysis of the qualitative
research data and continued with an assessment of the curriculum
units, the materials of instruction and the teaching methods employed.
Based on the results, the author has the following observations and
suggestions:

First, the curriculum units: (1) The curriculum units should be
designed based on core competencies required in the workplace.
(2) Humanistic literacy should be taught in conjunction with cultural
teaching to enhance knowledge and ability in the humanities.
(3) Workplace business writing units should be designed.

Second, for the materials of instruction: (1) It is necessary to come up
with a Chinese language proficiency and language competence scale
of the new residents in Taiwan for the development of instructional
materials. (2) More simple, innovative and interesting worksheets
should be created. Chinese idiom resources and materials should
be easy to understand. (3) A business Chinese curriculum can adopt
authentic materials from business magazines complemented by
multimedia learning. (4) Humanistic literacy teaching materials
should include the Chinese solar terms and information on the origin
of festivals. Calligraphy teaching should begin with the basic strokes.
(5) Use newspapers as reading materials to enhance the learning
of newspaper vocabulary. (6) Develop workplace-skills-related
writing materials to suit the needs of new residents. (7) Vocabulary
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teaching materials can include more explanatory notes on synonyms,
antonyms, and similar words.
Third, for teaching methods: (1) Use appropriate adult teaching
strategies, ranging from lectures, discussions, reports, practices
and exercises, to literacy activities and multimedia resources.
(2) Apply the Time Continuum Model of Motivation to strengthen the
new residents’ learning motivation. In designing a curriculum, more
emphasis should be on effectiveness and efficiency. (3) The teaching
of vocabulary, reading comprehension and composition skills are
essential for the development of advanced Chinese language skills.
Keywords: advanced Chinese, new residents, curriculum planning, design research
method, needs analysis
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Pioneering the Home-School-Community Holistic Model
in Chinese Language Learning for Non-Chinese-Speaking

Abstract:

Pre-school Learners

JHIETibe “FABe” BFERIIAIB)
SFhiEAE A Rh 3

Tse Shek Kam
W

This pioneering project was created and funded by The Hong Kong
Jockey Club Charities Trust, with three universities and two non-
governmental organisations as co-creators. Through pioneering a
home-school-community evidence-based model, this 5 year project
aims to foster a culturally responsive and pleasurable learning
environment and to facilitate effective teaching, with a view to
enhancing the Chinese proficiency of culturally diverse kindergarten
children for their better transition to primary education and early
integration. A total of 46 Kindergartens in Hong Kong have taken
part in this project.

The project pioneers a holistic model with a string of complementary
intervention programmes linked up with the same learning themes,
language foci and pedagogical concepts, to holistically support the
Chinese learning of culturally diverse children in the school, home
and community domains, thereby extending their learning time,

scope and environment, effectively and significantly.

Tse Shek Kam, The University of Hong Kong
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The project adopts the following three guiding principles in the
programme design: For cultural responsiveness, a culturally
responsive pedagogy is adopted to research into students’ cultural
and familial characteristics and their own cultural and language
background are used as conduits to effective language learning.
Regarding effective teaching, it focuses on the capacity building
for school leaders and teachers, social service professionals and
Ethnic Minority (EM) youth as Multicultural Teaching Assistants
on teaching Chinese and culturally responsive pedagogy. Parents are
also empowered as educators at home to support children’s Chinese
learning. The third principle is pleasurable and meaningful learning.
Structured learning through games and interactive multimedia device,
beyond classroom environment, are employed to make learning
interesting. Active game-based, out of class activities are organized
to enhance literacy through connecting to more real life experience
and exploratory activities.

HKU experts in Chinese language teaching are responsible for building
the overall intervention and evaluation model for the project and
for providing school-based support, including culturally responsive
and differentiated teaching materials and curriculum development.
Experts from EQUHK provide professional development programmes
to school leaders, educators and MTAs. Language experts from
PolyU develop play-based learning, manages and operates the
Chinese learning centre. An experienced team of social workers and
professionals from two NGOs is responsible for delivering a series
of home and community programmes, with focuses on enhancing the
Chinese language proficiency of the pre-schoolers and their smooth
transition to primary schooling, and on motivating the Non-Chinese-
Speaking (NCS) families in social integration with the local Chinese
community

Keywords: Home-School-Community Holistic Model, cultural responsiveness,
effective teaching, pleasurable and meaningful learning
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Purpose

This article reports on the findings of a five-year Project entitled C-for-
Chinese@JC, created and funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities
Trust (HKJC Trust) and co-created by three local universities and two non-
governmental organisations, to enhance the Chinese proficiency of the Ethnic
Minority (“EM”) students studying in local kindergartens (“KGs”) of Hong
Kong for better transition into primary education and early integration. Initial
model of the Project about home-school-community collaboration in support
of the EM students’ learning of Chinese would also be presented.

C-for-Chinese@JC is the first ever large scale Project with HK$237
million of funding from the HKJC Trust. During the five-year period (from
July 2016 to Q3 2021), about 1,400 EM KG students and their families
will be fully supported with programmes in the home-school-community
domains. The Project is now into mid-Year 3 and has yielded many positive
findings about the intervention programmes and the home-school-community
collaboration model. This article will describe the Project methodology,
theoretical underpinnings, and findings from the mid-term review, shedding
light on why and how the EM KG students and their families can be supported
effectively, ultimately facilitating their early integration with the Hong Kong
community and making Hong Kong a truly open, culturally diverse and

culturally inclusive society.

Background of Project

EM population: Growing fast and relatively young

EM has a long history of presence and significant contribution to Hong
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Kong, which can be dated back to the 1840s. EM is a fast growing community,
accounting for 192,400 persons (around 3% of the whole population) after
excluding foreign domestic helpers. South Asians (SA), comprising Indians,
Pakistanis and Nepalese ethnicities, stand as the largest group within the EM
population. In addition to the notable size, the growth rate of SA children
under 18 years old is at 4%, which is out-pacing the whole population which
stands as a mere 0.5% growth. As EMs have a relatively young population
with majority of them stay rooted in Hong Kong, the issue of social integration
with the local Chinese community is always a pressing issue.

Hong Kong has around 180,000 KG students in 950 KGs at K1, K2
and K3 classes. Of these students, 12,000 of them are with EM origin and
enrolled in about 500 KGs in Hong Kong. The EM student enrollment in
these KGs may range from one student (1%) to all students (100%). It is
noted that these EM children generally have lower socio-economic status
(SES), and proficiency in Chinese as a key barrier for social integration. This
problem begins at the KG stage, the causes of which can be manifold -

(a) teachers generally lack professional training in teaching Chinese
to multicultural learners with very diverse linguistic, social and
cultural backgrounds;

(b) EM students generally lack language acquisition environment in the
home and community environments, and are not well supported in
classroom which may be the only place for them to learn Chinese;
and

(c) schools are not provided with any effective and systematic model
of teaching Chinese to EM children, and the schools generally lack
resources and expertise in developing school-based and class-based
curricula that can cater to the differentiated needs and language

standards of the EM students.
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Challenges of learning Chinese

In addition to the above issues, Chinese language itself is very different
from English and the EM languages. Chinese is a pictograph language which
is represented and understood in various patterns and ways, namely form,
pronunciation, meaning, verbal, written, Cantonese and Putonghua. The
existence of such diverse forms pose challenges to the EM students as each
form or pattern has its own characteristics which require different strategies
in formal learning in the classrooms, and informal learning in the home and
community contexts. Local Chinese students learn Chinese as their mother
tongue with family members interacting with them in Chinese at all time.
Chinese students acquire Chinese for more or less three years before starting
kindergartens with considerable proficiency in speaking, listening, and
sometimes simple reading skills. On the contrary, EM children learn Chinese
for the first time when they enter KGs, and usually have no more than three
hours of formal instructions or interactions with the Chinese language on
each school day if they are enrolled in KGs with high-ratio of EM students.
There are huge gaps in the language environment and the time devoted to
acquiring or learning Chinese between the Chinese and the EM students.

Life experiences - daily life, cultural repository, social values, family
expectations and the like - all constitute the basis of meaningful and effective
learning. For the EM children, their experiences may be very different from
the local Chinese-speaking (CS) students, which can add strengths or become
disadvantages depending on how the differences are treated and socially
constructed in their schools, homes and the larger community. The integrated
model of the Project attempts to bridge the gap by making language learning
beyond the classrooms and the classroom hours and extending learning at

home and community environments.
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Models and Experiences of Second Language

Teaching and Learning

There are many models and theories of effective teaching and learning of
second language for different ethnic groups. In North America and European
continents, researches claim that children can learn second language
effectively with making use of their first languages. The two-way language
programme in USA, for instance, tries to provide first language instruction
for children with non-English-speaking backgrounds, while offering
monolingual children access to non-English languages simultaneously
(Christian 1996). In Canada, especially in Quebec Province, it adopts the
total immersion language programme from pre-school to senior secondary
stages that facilitate children to become bilingual and bicultural without loss
of achievement (Lambert and Tucker 1972). In European Union, bilingual
education is available in most European public education systems, with the
bilingual models varying from all school subjects are taught through two
languages to more partial models where the target language is used to teach
only one or two subjects.

In Asia, Singapore is probably one of the few places demonstrating how
Chinese is learnt as a second language. Singapore embraces an English-based
bilingual education system. Students are taught subject-matter curriculum
with English as the medium of instruction, while the official mother tongue of
each student - Mandarin Chinese for Chinese, Malay for Malays and Tamil for
ethnically Tamil Indians - is taught as a second language and as school subject .

English is used to assist students to learn their second language. There is a

1 L. Quentin Dixon. (2005). The bilingual education policy in Singapore: Implications for second
language acquisition, Proceedings of the 4th International Symposium on Bilingualism, ed.
James Cohen, Kara T. McAlister, Kellie Rolstad, and Jeff MacSwan, 625-635. Somerville, MA:
Cascadilla Press.
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Chinese instruction time where teachers will use English to teach for the first
time, then followed by Chinese instruction of the same content. This approach
may be effective but cannot be totally adoptable in Hong Kong.

The best-known academic debate on the issue of second language
learning within a “foreign” community has been led by Krashen in the USA
(1982 & 1985). Krashen’s research claims that second language acquisition
is probably best achieved by immersing the learner in an environment
where the target language is the norm. A major achievement of learners in
immersion programmes is that they “encourage linguistic/cultural minorities
to maintain their language and heritage and teach all students the value of
cultural and linguistic diversity” (Howard et al, 2003). In the case of Hong
Kong, receiving a full-scale immersion programme through being taught in
schools that mainly use Chinese as the medium of instruction seems to align
with his research.

Prior to the initiation of the Project proposal and having studied the
various models and literature review, the consultant engaged by the HKJC
Trust has identified the following commonalities of different models in other
places as below -

(a) language learning should begin as early as possible, preferably
at the kindergarten stage, with supporting measures on tracking
language proficiency through assessment and provision of
systematic language teaching;

(b) supporting effective learning of a second language should be a
collaborative venture involving stakeholders in the home-school-
community domains;

(c) professional support services with clear theoretical framework in
respect of school-based support, culturally responsive pedagogies
and learning resources are important components of second

language learning;
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(d) support and assistance to teachers’ capacity building are accorded

with top priorities; and

(e) involvement of both the academic and the non-governmental

organisations are critical to success of such a large-scale and long-
term project.

Currently, similar programmes or services offered by the government,
the social and welfare sector, and the universities are rather piecemeal. These
projects rely on local teachers to teach and facilitate the EM children to learn
Chinese language without making use of students’ first languages; cannot
provide after-school Chinese environment; and have not been able to motivate
the sustained involvement of the parents or family. In theories and practices,
it is observed that only an integrated model can achieve these targets. Against
this background is the initiation of the Project that synergizes the capacity of

different stakeholders and mobilization of cross sectoral collaboration.

Project Framework and Intervention Programmes

Appendix 1 outlines the conceptual framework of the Project, which
comprises three strategic foci:

(a) Culturally responsive (CR) environment: As Chinese is distinctly
different from the native language of EM children and a pure
Chinese immersion approach makes learning extremely difficult,
creating a culturally responsive environment both at school and
in home and the community making good use of learners’ culture
and languages is the leading principle relevant to the unique Hong
Kong context.

(b) Effective teaching: To build a sure pathway for second language
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skills that can last and sustain in future learning, effective teaching
is of prime importance in that the educators should be empowered
and supported by well-designed curriculum, CR learning materials,
effective pedagogies and assessment. In addition to a series of
professional training catered to the different positions of KG
practitioners, a pool of EM Multicultural Teaching Assistants
(MTA) who know Chinese will be trained up to co-work with
teachers to connect second language learners with suitable use of
native language.

(¢) Meaningful and pleasurable learning: Neural pathways in
children’s brains are influenced and advanced in their development
through exploration, thinking skills, problem solving, and language
expression that occur during play. Providing learners with a wide
range of activities that are well designed to integrate with their
learning and active use of the Chinese language, and at the same
time engage learners’ interest is able to bring children to a high level,
functional second language proficiency?. Over time, it is believed
that the approach will support more positive student attitude
towards Chinese culture, leading to a reduced social distance and
promoting the desire for learning and contact with local people.

The detailed outcome objectives of the Project can be summarised as below -

(a) develop CR resources for effective learning of Chinese in home,
schools and the community;

(b) develop language learning and progression frameworks to guide
effective teaching and assessment tools to promote assessment for

and assessment of learning;

2 Christakis et. al. (2007). Effect of block play on language acquisition and attention in toddlers.
Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med. Vol 161 (No. 10).
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(c) develop multicultural learning hubs and language centre to become
community resources centres for EM children and families in
support of learning Chinese and social integration;

(d) build a pool of facilitators, including parents, professionals, local
and EM mentors to support, enhance and sustain learning of
Chinese, and to mainstream the training modules for the capacity
building of KG practitioners; and

(e) build a model of home-school-community collaboration for
the adoption and reference of the stakeholders, including the

government, school sponsoring bodies and individual KGs.

Intervention Programmes in Home-School-

Community Domains

The Project comprises 14 intervention programmes, piloted in 6 KGs in
Year 1, and fully implemented in 20 KGs benefitting 1,400 EM students and
their families. Highlights of the core programme components are as below -
Professional development: Four courses, in the forms of workshops, seminars
and accredited training programme are designed and offered for four types
of KG practitioners (social service professionals, school leaders, educators,
and multicultural teaching assistants). All four courses have different aims,
programme content and duration of study. 400 KG practitioners from the 20
Network Schools and the 26 Affiliated Schools will be benefited from the
courses offered by The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK).
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School-based Support and Differentiated Learning Resources
School-based curriculum support: Currently, language is one of the
six learning areas under the guide to pre-primary curriculum published by
Education Bureau (EDB). Schools will develop their own curriculum which
will align with the guide. The team from The University of Hong Kong
(HKU) provides school-based support to the 20 Network Schools by working
collaboratively with the teachers in reviewing their school-based curriculum
and adjusting the lesson plan, learning sequence, teaching pedagogy and
learning activities. The team will conduct classroom observation and provide
professional advice to teachers so that the learning resources developed by
the HKU will be effectively and differentiated adopted. A total of 18 sets
of learning resources (6 each for K1, K2 and K3), including storybooks for
students, big book and teacher guide teachers, and parent guidebooks for
parents would be used. Learning apps and other multimedia applications will

also be produced.

Chinese Learning Progression and Assessment Tools

Language learning progression and assessment: An evaluation team from
the HKU will develop assessment tools specifying learning progress for EM
KG students with reference to the Chinese as Second Language Framework
being implemented in primary and secondary schools. Differentiated
curriculum, learning materials and teaching instructions will be designed
to assist teachers to address learners with different abilities. Assessment
tools suitable for testing very young KG learners will be developed. A set of
language standards in the form of descriptors, in common sense terminology
on the social and application of the Chinese language skills will be developed

and promulgated upon the end of the Project.
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Home Engagement and Empowerment Programmes and Activities
Parental engagement and awareness building: Recognising the crucial
role that parents play in student learning, there is a heavy emphasis on
parental involvement in the Project. EM parents will be provided with
Chinese classes, be invited to join the Parent Support Group and the Parent-
led Home Programmes so that they can be connected with the two NGOs
over a substantial period of time for learning some strategies in effectively
supporting the children’s learning and integration into the community.
Mutual support groups/networks will be established so that EM parents can
turn to each other for learning support. Families who have complicated issues

beyond learning will be provided with intensive support by social workers.

Community Engagement and Integration Programmes and Activities

Community programmes: These include cross-cultural integration
activities, community exploratory programmes, learning at the Chinese
Learning Centre (CLC) housed in The Polytechnic University of Hong Kong
(PolyU), the one-to-one mentorship scheme breaking the silent period of
young KG students, and the transition support for K3 students before and

after their transfer to Primary One.

Mid-term Evaluation Review and Project Findings

The Project has been successfully implemented in 20 Network Schools,
and their subscription of the Project programmes slightly differ depending
on the school requirements and the motivation of the parents. All Schools
adopt the learning materials in designing the school-based and class-based

lesson plans fitting the composition and needs of the student class. All the
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lessons have been delivered with reference to the frame-based theory of
Chinese learning in the storybooks. When the EM students read Chinese
storybooks relating to what they have experienced, this helps make them
more confident in working together in learning Chinese in a meaningful
context. All the reading activities are from the Project’s storybooks, which
are closely related to children’s daily life, such as medical scenario, sports,
transportation and school scenario. The teachers design Chinese language
learning activities according to students’ developmental and learning needs,
which include imagination, physical development and play. These activities
have a spontaneous element which also leads to relaxed, meaningful and
pleasurable learning in the classroom, and at the same time enhancing
children’s imagination and providing motivation for all students to speak
Chinese in enjoyable and meaningful settings.

The 20 Network Schools encourage the EM and the CS students to
co-learn together, both in class lessons and in group activities. As regards
CR pedagogy, the many community exploratory activities organised by the
Multicultural Learning Hubs (MLHs) reflect possible good models which
adopt the differentiated storybooks and combine them with the language
learning area and community exploration. The language learning area is so
designed to fit in the themes and frames of Chinese learning and to become
the leading topics, releasing more time for storybook reading and community
activities. Cultural visits are organised so that the EM and the CS students
could feel and see the culturally diverse environment inside and outside the
schools.

The Project is premised on the assumption that the combined effects of
the comprehensive support in the home-school-community domains, together
with the greater extent of participation of the intervention programmes,

will facilitate the enhancement of the Chinese language proficiency of the
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EM students. The evaluation results of Year 1 and 2 support the argument
and conclude that all Schools have a high to acceptable participation rate
of the intervention programmes and a high to acceptable extent of level

enhancement of the EM students.

Language proficiency of Year 1 cohort

122 K1 students admitted by the 6 pilot Network Schools in 2016/17
were given language pre-tests and post-tests. In the pre-tests, 85% of the
students are at L0O. For the post-tests, the improvement is impressive, with
72% at L0, 26% at L1, 2% at L2, in spite of the fact that the students had only
joined the intervention programmes for 2 to 6 months, and with very short
interval of 2 to 4 months between the pre-tests and the post-tests. In using
the Cohen'’s d effect size to measure value-added scores of the students, two
Schools have achieved particularly strong level improvement. Both Schools
shared common characteristics - with the most number of storybooks used
(3 storybooks), and the most number of instructional sessions and hours for
adopting and teaching the Project learning resources. Detailed standard and
description of LO to L3 are given at Appendix 2.

Year 2 involves 2 cohorts of students: 122 K1 students in 6 Network
Schools progressed to K2 (now become 135 students with additional 13 new
students not measured or supported in Year 1) and 322 new K1 students in
20 Network Schools. Respectively, 88 and 279 students from the K2 and
K1 classes completed the pre-tests and post-tests. The Project participation
of the 20 Network Schools differ in respect of the number of EM students,
the number of staff attended the professional training, the instructional time
spent on Project learning materials, the number of visits to the CLC, and the

number of cases completed the Parent-led Home Programmes.
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Improved language skills of K2 students

88 K2 completed the pre-tests and post-tests on three domains of
language skills - listening, speaking and reading. The table shows that
listening and reading skills record the most improvements. For listening,
68% of students are at L1 or above as compared to only 31% before they
participated in the Project. For reading, 53% of students are at L1 or above
as compared to only 15% before they joined the Project. For speaking, the
percentage of level enhancement to L1 or above stands at 29% as compared
to only 2% before students joined the Project. This finding invites the Project
Team to reconsider the emphases on speaking skills across all the intervention

programmes.

Table 1: Domains of language skills of K2 students in Year 2

Listening Speaking Reading Overall
Total Level 16/17{16/17 | 17/18 | 16/17| 16/17 | 17/18 | 16/17| 16/17 | 17/18 | 16/17 | 16/17| 17/18
students Pre- | Post- | Post- | Pre- | Post- | Post- | Pre- | Post- | Post- | Pre- | Post- | Post-

test | test | test | test | test | test | test | test | test | test | test | test
LO [ 61 | 51 | 28 | 8 | 8 | 63 | 75 | 57T | 41 | 75 | 63 | 42
(69%)|(58%)1{(32%) |(98%) [ (97%)| (71%) | (85%) | (65%) |(47%) | (85%)| (72%) | (48%)
L1 |21 | 32|39 1 2120 | 8 2145 | 12|23 37
(N=88) (24%)|(36%) | (44%) | (1%) | (2%) |(23%) | (9%) | (26%)|(51%) | (14%)| (26%)|(42%)
2|5 3 14 | 1 0 h) h) 8 2 1 2 9
(6%) | (3%) |(16%) | (1%) | (0%) | (6%) | (6%) | (9%) | (2%) | (1%) | (2%) |(10%)
L3 1 2 7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(1%) | (2%) | (8%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (0%) | (O%)

Improved language skills of K1 students
279 K1 students completed both the pre-tests and the post-tests on the
three domains of language skills, and the results are shown below. Before

programme intervention, 5% of students attain L1 or above in listening,
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5% in speaking, and 1% in reading. After programme intervention, 31% of
students can attain L1 or above in listening, 13% in speaking, and 19% of
in reading. L1 of listening proficiency indicates ability of understanding
simple verbal instruction, question, descriptive and informative content
with assistance, and L1 of reading proficiency implies ability of recognizing
Chinese character components, reading aloud without understanding its
meaning, re-telling story, linking to personal experience and understanding

simple environment print.

Table 2: Domains of language skills of K1 students in Year 2

Total Listening Speaking Reading Overall
students | Level | Pre-test |Post-test | Pre-test | Post-test | Pre-test| Post-test | Pre-test | Post-test
L0 266 192 267 244 276 226 272 221
(95%) | (69%) | (95%) | (87%) | (99%) | (81%) | (98%) | (80%)
L1 7 57 8 27 3 50 4 46
(3%) | (20%) | (B%) | (10%) | (1%) | (18%) | (1%) | (16%)

N=219) L2 | 6 [ 22 2 5 0 3 3 9
(2%) | 8%) | (%) | 2%) | (%) | (%) | (%) | (%)
L] 0 8 2 3 0 0 0 3

%) | B%) | (%) | (%) | %) | (0%) | (0%) | (1%)

Level proficiency of students in relation to EM student concentration
of schools

With data collected from Year 1 and 2, it is established that schools with
low- to medium-ratio of EM concentration recorded the best improvements
while the high-ratio schools recorded the lowest improvements. Low-ratio
schools recorded mean score increases from 0.36 to 0.83, medium-ratio
schools from 0.13 to 1.1, and high-ratio schools from 0.06 to 0.42. Some

high-ratio schools are English-medium schools, and teachers were seen
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using English frequently for the Chinese theme-based learning. Students
were observed to have lower motivation in speaking Chinese as the use of
English inside the classrooms and for other theme-based learning activities
were accepted. This may be factor contributing to the relatively slower
advancement in their Chinese language proficiency. In the light of this
finding, the Project engagement plans for these schools in Year 3 should be
re-adjusted with stronger emphases on the consistent use of Chinese by the

teachers and the MTAs inside and outside the classrooms.

School-based support and use of differentiated learning materials
The 20 Network Schools reported that they used 5 storybooks for each
kindergarten level, but the extent of the storybook uses by the schools varied
differentially from mixed adoption to add-on adoption and marginal adoption.
High-ratio schools tended to use the storybooks for added-on or marginal
adoption, with the lowest level (L1) of books used for all students. Teachers
tended to spend fewer hours (7.5 to 17.5 hours) on storybook teaching and
fewer sessions (each of 30 minutes) in the classroom activities. For the low-
and medium-ratio schools, the models of mixed and total adoption were
common. Three levels (L1 to L3) of storybooks were used, while teachers
spent as many as 13 to 22 hours on storybook in theme-based learning. On
average, these schools spent about 26 to 44 sessions (each of 30 minutes)
on Chinese learning in classroom activities throughout the academic year.
The schools with the highest value-added scores were those schools reported
for total adoption model. Also, for these schools, both the EM and the CS
students would co-learn together, and improvement was particularly obvious
on the EM through the mentoring and reinforcement from the CS students.
Differentiated teaching with uses of differentiated learning materials was

common in low-ratio and medium-ratio schools. Students at the beginning

Pioneering the Home-School-Community Holistic Model in Chinese Language Learning for Non-Chinese-Speaking Pre-school Learners 247



248

level would be provided with L1 storybooks targeted for recognising and
reading the Chinese words. Teachers would then design 3-dimensional
teaching aid, and ask MTAs to conduct the learning activities in either a one-
to-one or group format. When the students did not understand the meaning
of the word, the MTAs would further support the students by repeating and/
or translating the words into their native languages. L2 learning would aim
at story telling by the students with the aid of pictures. Consolidation of the
learning would then take place in either a one-to-one or group format. L3
learning would focus on students’ abilities in reading aloud, and in recognising
the words. Following that, some teachers would design a new story with the
common sentences from the original storybook, with students being asked
to re-tell and reconstruct a similar story, and to pair up of the words and the

pictures.

PLEM participation and evaluation scores

The 20 Network Schools participated actively in the professional
training programmes for professionals, school leaders, educators and MTAs
(PLEM in short). Paired t-test analyses are used to evaluate the improvements
between pre- and post- training of the PLEM trainees. The following 7
constructs are measured before and after the training -

(a) knowledge;

(b) effective teaching;

(c) meaningful and pleasurable learning;

(d) educational needs of Non-Chinese-Speaking (NCS) children;

(e) teaching confidence of NCS children;

(f) teaching efficacy of NCS students; and

(g) social integration.

Among the 7 constructs, 6 showed statistically significant increase in
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mean scores. The constructs with the highest score increase are knowledge,
effective teaching and educational needs of NCS children. The evaluation
results inform that future training should put slightly more focuses on
promoting social integration, building capacity and confidence in NCS

teaching, and inspiring ideas for meaningful and pleasurable learning.

Engaged parents and impact of Parent-led Home Programmes
(PLHP)

PLHP is a niche programme of the Project with the objectives of
expanding parent’s awareness, self-efficacy and strategies in helping
children’s Chinese learning at home and in the community, and enhancing
the use of home and community resources in children’s learning of Chinese.
All K1 and K2 students were invited to join the PLHP at the beginning of
2017/18 academic year. Parents’ participation of the programme ranged
from 1 to 9 sessions. Of the 322 K1 students in cohort 2 whose parents were
offered to join the PLHP, 35 parents completed the 9 sessions of PLHP in full.
The language proficiency of these 35 students was particularly impressive.
The percentage of increase from L0 to L1 is 29% as compared to only 13%
for those not involved or fully completed the PLHP. In sum, 40% of the 35
cases achieved one level higher or more in listening, 31% in reading, and
11% in speaking. The relatively low percentage of level enhancement in the
speaking domain points again to the need for more emphases on speaking
skills in all intervention programmes, including the PLHP.

Among the 35 cases, 8 students achieved the most outstanding
performances, with 1 to 2 levels of enhancements in overall language
proficiency. All 8 students share common characteristics - born in Hong
Kong, being the single child or having older siblings, with housewife mothers

or domestic helpers who can understand and speak Cantonese to a certain
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extent as the primary caregivers. Generally speaking, PLHP support services
help building students’ confidence in speaking Cantonese vocabulary items
of different language frames. The family members, normally the mothers,
have come to know the difficulties of Chinese learning and are eager to grasp
basic knowledge and strategies in assisting the children’s learning. They
are willing to put in more resources at home, such as buying or borrowing
Chinese books from the schools or the library, using mobile apps in parent-
child reading activities, and scheduling in some Chinese TV time after school.
It is observed that three most outstanding students have very good CS friends
in the schools and are confident in interacting with both CS and EM students

and teachers.

Participation of other intervention programmes in community
domain

The Project comprises other programmes in the home and community
domains, such as Chinese classes for parents, parent workshops, community
exploratory activities, cross-cultural integration programmes for CS and EM
families; etc. However, the comprehensive data of these programmes have
yet to be systematically collected, quantified and analysed in Year 3. Teachers
reported that students started to get more interested in the community apart
from the family and the schools. Also, many students were aware of and
interested in exploring phenomena in their local communities. Community
and exploratory activities provided effective and motivated learning as many
students were seen more willing to communicate and interact with people
during such activities. Another finding is that community and exploratory
activities should better be provided before classroom learning for a more
fruitful development of mental lexicon to foster effective learning in the

schools.
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Way Forward and Model Building

Based on the positive findings and the good practices from Year 1 and
2, the Project Team has started deliberation on the best model in supporting
learning Chinese of the EM students. It is suggested that the following parties
have specific responsibilities in contributing to the model —

(a) Government - government policy direction and funding support

(b) Schools and teachers - inclusive school philosophy, environment

and integrated cultural activities

(¢) Curriculum and pedagogy - professional training, theories on

language learning and multiculturalism

(d) Community - support of first language learning and increase of

contact and communication between EM and local Chinese

(¢) Home and family - Provision of resources and strategies for

parents, and parent engagement platform

These good practices, when compared with the global standards, allow
the Project Team to have an objective take on the right direction in terms of
the strategies used and the programmes provided. Further investigation is
still required in order to fully develop the Project model and to establish a
local standard in the kindergartens in Hong Kong.

Though the model has yet to be built, the Project Team is happy to
have identified some Project artefacts to be promulgated in phases. The
capacity building course for educators has been recognised by EDB as an in-
service training under the EDB funding scheme. The programme, composed
of 60 hours of training, has been proven effective for promoting educators’
understanding and application of contemporary theories useful for teaching
Chinese to multicultural learners. The HKJC Trust would discuss with the

Project Team on the feasibility of mainstreaming the course in face-to-face or
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online teaching modes so that KG practitioners can benefit from the quality
programme.

The second potential artefact is the MTA programme created by the
Project. Building the recognised sub-degree programme of Diploma of Early
Childhood Education (D [ECE]) into the professional development of teacher
education particularly in support of EM children learning Chinese is a Project
milestone in promoting the social integration of the ethnic minorities. Recent
researches conclude that culture is the biggest barrier for teachers facing EM
students. Most teachers struggle to meet the diverse needs of EM students.
Findings also show that local teachers have a rather narrow conceptualization
on “multiculturalism” and consider multiculturalism is mainly about different
languages, neglecting the important element of culture. On consideration of
the role identification, difficulties and challenges, the D (ECE) programme
provides a response to education provision for EM in Hong Kong, and can
become a transformative force in the kindergartens where EM languages and
cultures are assets instead of barriers.

In the second half of Year 3, the Project Team would assist in the
formation of a learning community comprising of KG practitioners,
and the formation of a parent group comprising over 700 EM and local
Chinese parents. These two communities would become agents of changes
in the school and the community, leading to collective efficacy of student
achievement improvement and school effectiveness.

In respect of learning resources, there are consistent requests from the
non-Project schools for using the storybooks for their EM students. Having
considered the request and in maximising the impact, the Project Team has
made plan in publishing the first 6 sets of storybooks and learning apps for
wide distribution before end of Year 3.

For forward plan, there will be a mid-term conference scheduled for
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April 2019 featuring the major findings and the good practices as end of
Project Year 3, and a large-scale international conference in Q1/Q2 2021
sharing with local and overseas academics and KG professionals about the
detailed data analysis, and the Project models on home-school-community
collaboration, effective learning of Chinese for EM students, and prototypes
of intervention programmes that can facilitate smooth transition and social

integration.
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Appendix 1

Conceptual Framework of C-for-Chinese@JC Project
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Appendix 2

NCS student level description

Assessment for Learning

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Listening | Student cannot | Student can Student can | Student can
complete the understand simple understand understand
task everytime, | instruction and simple complex instruction
once every respond accordingly | instruction and respond
three times with the guidance and respond | accordingly
approximately. | of assessor (hand accordingly | on his own.

gesture or body on his own.
language).

Speaking | Student cannot | Student can Student can | Student can
complete the understand instruction | understand understand
task everytime, | and answer in words | instruction instruction
once every with the guidance and answer and answer
three times of assessor (hand in short in sentences.
approximately. | gesture or body phrases.

language).

Reading | Student cannot | Student can Student can | Student can
complete the recognise and recognise and | recognise and
task everytime, | read aloud read aloud read aloud passage.
once every vocabulary. sentence.
three times
approximately.
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